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1.0 LOGISTICAL INFORMATION

1.1 DATES
1.1.1 Topics

Fall Topic Release August 15, 2021

Spring Topic Release December 15, 2021

1.1.2 Instruction

Novice Classes Registration: August 1, 2021; Classes
Begin the First Week of September

Student Ambassador Program Rolling Registration; Meetings Begin the
First Week of September

1.1.3 Tournament Schedule

Season Opener October 9-10, 2021
Mid-Fall November 13-14, 2021
Fall Championship December 11-12, 2021
Spring Opener February 5-6, 2022
Mid-Spring March 13-14, 2022
National Championship April 10-11, 2022
1.2 TOPICS

The College Public Forum League will release two topics for the 2021-2022 season.
The CPFL will use a domestic and international topic area rotation.

The first topic will be used for tournaments in October, November, and December. The
second topic will be used for February, March, and the National Championship in
April.

The first-semester topic will be released on August 15th and the second-semester topic
will be released on December 15th.
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1.3 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Each tournament will use the following template, subject to modification based on
entry size:

1.3.1 Open Division

2 day
Saturday Sunday
Round 1 - 11:00AM EDT Elim 1 - 11:00AM EDT
Round 2 - 12:30PM EDT Elim 2 - 1:00PM EDT
Lunch - 1:45PM EDT Elim 3 - 3:00PM EDT
Round 3 - 2:15PM EDT Elim 4 - 5:00PM EDT
Round 4 - 3:45PM EDT Elim 5 - 7:00PM EDT

Break - 5:00PM EDT

Round 5 - 5:15PM EDT

Awards/Breaks Announcement - 7:30PM EDT
(All 4-1's and better clear)

1.3.2 Classroom and Novice Division

1 day

Saturday

Round 1 - 11:00AM EDT

Round 2 - 12:30PM EDT

Lunch - 1:45PM EDT

Round 3 - 2:15PM EDT

Round 4 - 3:45PM EDT

Exhibition Breaks Announcement - 6:00PM EDT
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Exhibition Debate(s) - 6:30PM EDT
*Open Debaters and Coaches are encouraged to Attend*

Awards/Assembly - 7:30PM EDT

1.4 REGISTRATION

Full invitations and schedules will be posted on Tabroom.com.

For more information on how to use Tabroom, please visit
https://docs.tabroom.com/Main Page.

1.5 NAVIGATING ONLINE TOURNAMENTS

Online tournaments will occur via NSDA’s Campus platform.

Training materials for using Campus are available for review before the tournament.

An instructional video is available to introduce beginners to online debating.

= > Premium nsda campus
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http://www.tabroom.com/
https://docs.tabroom.com/Main_Page
https://campus.speechanddebate.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hej13hqfKmSHEVDYU-rc6UiVlaK0xbp6uGgwBHtSXIQ/edit#heading=h.lbt2kvsu7qcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocCK7jasgGc
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Another instructional video is available for beginners to online judging.

> Premium nsda campus

Trosmcom x4

€ cC

Tournaments
Judging

Tournament Online Spaces
nson
Your Account

Past Ballots

LD FRST Fit 1

» » o) 000/633 @ @ & I =]

NSDA Campus Instructions for Judges

From your search Computer program



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOFxYV2BZN0
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2.0 PROCEDURES

2.1 FORMAT

Except where indicated, the College Public Forum League will follow NSDA format and
procedures. The CPFL is committed to the spirit of innovation and in consultation with
the National Speech and Debate Association may experiment with reforms to format
and procedures throughout the inaugural slate of tournaments. Any modifications to
format will be announced at the beginning of each semester with the new topic.

As adapted from the National Speech and Debate Association unified manual:

2.1.1 Resolution

Specific resolutions for tournaments held during the season, including the National
Tournament Topic, are available online at
https://www.collegepublicforum.org/topics.

2.1.2 Entries

An entry consists of two students from the same school (or hybrid teams from two
schools in limited circumstances) each debating both sides of the resolution and
advancing on its record. No substitution of debaters is permitted once the tournament
has begun.

2.1.3 Procedure

Teams will be notified within 5 minutes after the release of pairing as to which team has
won the Tabroom coin flip. The team that wins the flip may choose one of two options:
Either the side of the topic they wish to defend (pro or con) or the speaking position
they wish to have (beginning or ending the debate). The remaining option (side or
speaking position) is the choice of the team that loses the flip. The team winning the
flip will have 5 minutes to choose and report their choice to Tabroom, and the team
that loses the flip will then be able to report their choice. If the winner does not report
their choice within 5 minutes, the first team to report will get their choice, leaving the
other option choice to the latter reporter. If one or neither team reports within 10
minutes of the result of the flip, then Tabroom will assign outstanding sides and/or
speaking positions for the debate.

Once speaking positions and sides have been determined, the debate begins. The con
team may lead, depending on the coin flip results. Following the first two constructive
speeches, the two debaters who have given speeches immediately prior will participate
in a three-minute "crossfire". In "crossfire" both debaters "hold the floor." However,



https://www.collegepublicforum.org/topics
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the speaker who spoke first must ask the first question. After that question, either
debater may question or answer at will. After the summary speeches, all four debaters
will participate in a three-minute "Grand Crossfire” in which all four debaters are
allowed to cross-examine one another. The speaker who gave the first summary
speech must ask the first question. The speakers from each team will continue to ask
and answer questions. Teams should alternate asking and answering questions, so a
balance between teams is achieved. All speakers are encouraged to participate in the
Grand Crossfire. Speakers should listen respectfully to opponents’ questions and
answers.

2.1.4 Order of Speeches

Team A, First Speaker---4 minutes
Team B, First Speaker---4 minutes

Crossfire---3 minutes

Team A, Second Speaker---4 minutes
Team B, Second Speaker---4 minutes

Crossfire---3 minutes

Team A, First Speaker, Summary---3 minutes
Team B, First Speaker, Summary---3 minutes

Grand Crossfire---3 minutes

Team A, Second Speaker, Final Focus---2 minutes
Team B, Second Speaker, Final Focus---2 minutes

2.1.5 Other Debate Time

Each team is allotted a total of three minutes of prep time, which can be used before
any speech in the debate.

If debates occur utilizing an online platform, each team shall be allotted ten total
minutes of tech time. This time is exclusively for resolving uniquely online tech-related
problems (e.g., internet connection, audio/video issues). Tech time should not be used
as additional standard prep time. If the time elapses before the team can resolve the
issue within the official tournament platform, they will forfeit the debate. In the event a
speech needs to be redelivered entirely or in part, the time for that should count as
tech time for the team experiencing the problem. If their tech time runs out while
giving the speech, the remaining time should be deducted from prep time. Judges
should notify tab staff immediately if Tech Time is invoked.
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2.1.6 Plans/Counterplans

In Public Forum Debate, the Association defines a plan or counterplan as a formalized,
comprehensive proposal for implementation. Neither the pro or con side is permitted
to offer a plan or counterplan; rather, they should offer reasoning to support a position
of advocacy. Debaters may offer generalized, practical solutions.

2.1.7 Prompting

Oral prompting, except time signals, either by the speaker's colleague or by any other
person while the debater has the floor, is discouraged though not prohibited and may
be penalized by some judges. Debaters may, however, refer to their notes and
materials and may consult with their teammate while they do not have the floor and
during the Grand Crossfire.

2.1.8 Timing
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